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S
he w

as surprised. 
S
o w

ere w
e. 

H
er daddy said, 

"I have a surprise for you." 
S
he looked 

and w
hen she saw

 it w
as us 

she w
as disappointed. 

W
e w

ere guilty 
of being 
the insufficiently 
surprising 
grandparents.

R
ising Is the

S
im

plest M
etaphor

I am
 in-form

ed and rising 
like foxfire and fireflies on our
farm

, 
reverse m

eteoric to the sky. 
H
ope is up. 

G
ood is up. 

R
ising is good. 

O
ur farm

 in-form
s us, 

our holler farm
, 

our 43.7 acres, 
our children, 
our 35 years of rising sheep. 
A
nd every part of it has been

hard.

O
ur barn collapsing 

against itself, 
our canoes crunching ashore 
on G

reen R
iver gravel bars, 

our uncom
m
onw

ealth rising to m
eet

us. 
I, too, am

 part of these hills and 
their elem

ental rising up 
and that is good. 
T
his land is the w

ay hom
e and 

w
e m

ade that path by w
alking it. 

T
his rising feels like breath falling 

T
his rising is peace lifting us, 

w
hispering us up 

rising easy like the sim
plest

m
etaphor 

rising to the surface, 
a face through w

ater.


